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Appendix 1 

The General Officers' Tropical Peaked Cap 

Not much is known of the WW2 German General officers' tropical peaked 
cap (Figure A1.1) but it would appear that they were factory-made, by one 
and possibly all three of the known manufacturers of silver-piped officers' 
tropical peaked caps, modified from silver-piped officers' or unpiped ORs' 
caps, and tailor-made. Currently, no surviving factory-made/ modified 
examples are known and what we know of them rests entirely upon the 
study of period photos and information from a veteran collector who recalls 
handling one in the 1960s. A single tailor-made example is known. In addition 
to these caps, individual Generals also wore standard, unmodified officers' 
and even other ranks' tropical peaked caps with their tropical uniforms. 


Figure A1.1 

Walther Nehring wearing a 
General officers' tropical peaked 
cap. Note the wide soutache, the 
ends of which are folded over 
rather than cut into or folded 
under the brow of the cap, the 
wavy line formed by the piping 
around the false turn-up, and the 
standard tropical cap eagle and 
cockade, which are apparently 
hand-sewn. Photo: Mike Donne 
coll. 



Factory-made caps 

The existence of non-tailor-made tropical General officers' tropical peaked 
caps is indicated by a comment made by Walther Nehring, who, when 
asked about uniforms, replied that he "wore what he was given" (WAF 
2018b), and an apparently authentic General officers' cap stamped Robert 
Lubstein handled in Germany by a collector during the 1960s. Given the 
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Figure A1.2 

Ludwig Cruwell. Though in 
most photos Cruwell's tropical 
peaked cap looks squashed 
(bottom left), its configuration 
was similar to that of other, 
early General officers' tropical 
peaked caps and the standard 
early silver-piped officers' 
tropical peaked cap. Photos: 

author's coll.; the Private 
AFRIKAKORPS Photograph 
Collection of Ceneralleutant 
Fritz Bayer lei n (Bay-013 
&142), courtesy of Fritz 
Dittmar-Bayerlein & PA. Spayd 
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relatively small numbers and the different sizes of Generals' tropical caps 
needed, these need not have been strictly "off the peg", even if factory-made. 
Nonetheless they show a high degree of consistency in both their materials and 
construction. 

The earliest General officers' tropical peaked caps (model 1_G) were 
similar to the model 1_0 cap already described (Figures A1.1-A1.5; cf. 
Figures 1.15, right & 1.49) (Kurowski 1996, 126; Pallud 2012, 190, 203; 
Schicksal Nordafrika 1954, 203; Spayd & Dittmar-Bayerlein 2004, 12-14, 
36, 38 etc.). They carried standard issue tropical cap insignia. The soutache 
was either folded under the brow of the cap and underlay the structural 


Figure A1.3 

Carl Bottcher wearing an early 
(model 1_G), factory-made 
General officers' tropical peaked 
cap. The soutache and the 
officers' braid are gold-coloured, 
and the eyelets green. The ends of 
the soutache appear to be folded 
between the base of the cap's 
brow and its peak (cf. Figures 
A1.1 & A1.2). Photo: S. Wieslaw 



stitching of the cap (Figure A1.3) or folded over at the ends, and overlay 
the structural stitching of the cap (Figures A1.1-A1.2). When visible (which 
is not usually), the cockade and the lower part of the eagle appear to have 
been hand-sewn (Figures A1.2 & A1.4, top right). A single line of stitching 
around the base of the cap suggests that like model 1_0 and 1_OR caps they 
were without sweatbands. Owing to an absence of photos showing their 
undersides, we do not know how many rows of stitching they had on the 
underside of the peak or how their eyelets were riveted. Nor do we know for 
sure what colour these were (but see Figure A1.3), or if this and the method 
of insignia attachment changed over time, as it did in other officers' caps. 
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Figure A1.4 

Factory-made General officers' tropical 
peaked cap worn by Max Summermann 
of the 90th Light Division (top) and two 
silver-piped officers' caps by Robert 
Lubstein. The photos are insufficiently 
clear to identify with certainty how 
the insignia on the General's cap were 
applied but the cockade looks hand- 
sewn, as on the earliest caps by Robert 
Lubstein, while the asymmetry of the 
soutache braid and the relationship 
of the officers' piping to the end of 
the false turn-up, suggest that these 
are secondary to the original cap. The 
cockade in the bottom right photo is 
machine-sewn. Photos: author's coll.; 
the Private AFRIKAKORPS Photograph 
Collection of Ceneralleutant Fritz 
Bayerlein (Bay-054 & 162), courtesy 
Fritz Dittmar-Bayerlein & Pat Spayd; 
NARA 


Figure A1.5 

Walter Neuman-Silkow. Though it has 
relatively high sides, Neumann-Silkow's 
cap (top) falls within the range of 
shapes associated with caps by Robert 
Lubstein (cf. bottom & opposite). This 
particular cap has General officers' 
soutache braid but from the available 
photos it is again unclear whether 
this was original to the cap or is a 
modification of a standard officers' or 
other ranks' cap. Except that its soutache 
has been removed, the silver-piped 
officers' cap (bottom) is almost identical 
to the General officers' caps shown 
opposite. Photos: authors coll.; the Private 
AFRIKAKORPS Photograph Collection 
of Ceneralleutant Fritz Bayerlein (Bay- 
162), courtesy of Fritz Dittmar-Bayerlein 
& Pat Spayd 
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The principal visible differences between the model 1_G and the 
model 1_0 cap are that the piping around the top of the cap and the 
front of the false turn-up was—in the few colour photos available to us— 
gold-coloured, not silver, and that the soutache braid, which was also 
gold-coloured, was wider (Figure A1.3). (Even in black and white photos 
the wide soutache—which is also a characteristic of the General officers' 
Continental sidecaps (Figure A1.6) —clearly distinguishes these Generals' 
from other officers' caps). The apparently "secondary" position of the 
soutache braid over the structural stitching of some caps and the sometimes 
wobbly line of the officers' piping (Figures A1.1-A1.2 & A1.4, top) is also 
different. 



Figure A1.6 

Continental General officers' 
sidecap with wide, gold-coloured 
soutache braid identical to that used 
for the tropical peaked cap. Photo: 
unknown 


Although not identical, these caps and standard Robert Lubstein other 
ranks and officers' caps share a common set of traits of manufacture—in 
particular their shape, and their insignia application, which, amongst 
1940-dated factory-made caps, is only paralleled in caps by Lubstein (Figure 
A1.4-5; cf. Figures 1.48, top & 1.50, top). More important, however, is that 
most are similar to each other, and almost certainly by a single manufacturer, 
and therefore—arguably—factory-made. From this, we can infer the existence 
of two variants of General officers' caps manufactured by Lubstein: General 
officers' caps factory-made from scratch and factory-made model 1_0 or 
1_OR caps modified by the addition of General officers' soutache braid (and 
gold piping if it was the 1_OR that was modified), the latter necessitated by the 
unplanned increase in the size of the Wehrmacht's deployment in Africa and 
a concomitant shortfall in specifically General officers' as well as other caps. 
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The other two models of probably factory-made General officers' caps are 
known from a very few photos only, and what we know of them is sketchy. 
One (model 2_G) corresponds closely to the model 2_0 cap and was worn by 
F-W. Muller in Crete between late 1942 and September 1944 (Figure A1.7). 



Figure A1.7 

F.W. Muller, wearing a later factory-made General officers' tropical peaked cap with a 
sweatband and a soutache (model 2_G). These are similar to the standard transitional 
officers' (model 2_0) cap made by Karl Kubach and are suspected to have been made 
by the same firm. Note the two lines of stitching around the base of the cap and the 
cracking leatherette of the sweatband below these. Photos: unknown 

It too was piped and had a wide Generals' soutache folded under the brow 
of the cap, but probably not under the structural stitching of the cap, and it 
had standard issue tropical cap insignia. How these latter were attached is 
unknown. The profile of this cap is similar that caps by Lubstein and the only 
known manufacturer of the model 2_0 cap, Karl Kubach, and like these 
had a sweatband evidenced by two rows of stitching above the peak and 
around the base of the cap, the cracked leatherette of which is clearly visible 
in Figure A1.7 (right). It is assumed therefore that it was by Karl Kubach. 

The other (model 4_G) is currently represented by a single photo of a 
cap worn by Hans-Valentin Hube, probably in Sicily in 1943 (Figure A1. 8). 
It is very like a model 4_0 cap. Because 4_0 caps have no soutache, the 
Generals' equivalent is difficult to distinguish from other officers' caps in 
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black and white photos, but in this case the photo shows it to have had dark— 
presumably—gold, instead of standard silver officers' piping. It had wholly 
hand-sewn tropical cap insignia, and two closely-spaced lines of stitching 
above the base of the cap, exactly like officers' caps cap by Bruno Kern, one 
of the two known manufacturers of the 4_0 cap (the other being Kubach). 
Thus—hypothetically at least—we have the complete set of manufacturers 
of standard factory-made officers' caps also making General officers' caps. 



Figure A1.8 

Valentin Hube wearing a late 
factory-made General officers' 
tropical peaked cap with a 
sweatband and without a soutache 
(model 4_G). It is similar to the late 
officers' (model 4_0) cap made by 
Bruno Kern and is suspected to have 
been made by the same firm. As 
on other Bruno Kerns, the insignia 
are hand-sewn and there are two 
narrowly-spaced lines of stitching 
immediately above the peak. Photo: 
Ed Cotton 


Tailor-made caps 

The single known surviving tailor-made General officers' tropical peaked cap 
was made by the Berlin tailor Averbeck u. Broskamp, for Heinrich von Hulsen 
(Figure A1.9). This cap is much like the earlier factory-made General officers' 
caps described, with gold piping and a gold soutache, and no sweatband; but 
it has a fancy non-standard gold eagle and raised cockade, instead of issue 
tropical cap insignia; its lining is of red twill ratherthan red plain weave; around 
the top of the false turn-up, it has two lines of stitching, instead of one; and 
the enamelling of its eyelets, is brown instead of green or tan and its interior 
riveting brass or brass-coloured, instead of zinc—features, which, if the cap 
did not have a reliable provenance, would very likely have damned it as a 
fake (see Part 2, pp. 162-63). In addition, its cut is less stylish and its soutache 
thinner and rounder than those on factory-made examples, and cut into the 




THE AFRIKAMUTZE DATABASE 197 


brow of the cap, not folded under it. Other tailor-made General officers' 
tropical peaked caps include caps worn by Ernst Schnarrenberger (D. McGuirk 
pers. comm; Peitz & Wilkins 2005, 85-6) and—possibly—Gustav von Vaerst 



Figure A1.9 

General officer's tropical peaked cap 
tailor-made made for Heinrich von 
Hulsen of the 21 st Panzer Division. 
Note the two lines of stitching 
around the top of the false turn-up, 
its insignia and its fabric, all of which 
are non-standard. Photo: Ralph 
Heinz 


Figure A1.10 

Gustav von Vaerst arriving in the UK 
after the surrender of German forces in 
Africa. His cap's thin round soutache (cf. 
Figure A1.9) suggest that it a modification 
or—possibly—tailor-made. It sports 
issue insignia. The cap is known to have 
survived until at least the 1980s (D. 
McGuirk pers. comm.) but its current 
whereabouts are unknown. Photo: British 
Pathe 


(Figure A1 .10). Both sported issue tropical cap insignia, but Schnarrenberger's 
cap had no soutache and a lower profile than usual, and von Vaerst's a thin, 
rounded soutache. 
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ORs' and silver-piped officers'caps 
worn by Generals 

Patrick Leigh-Fermor describes 
how, during his abduction by SOE 
on Crete, General Heinrich Kreipe 
fussed overthe loss of hiscap, which 
at the time was on Leigh-Fermor's 
head (Leigh-Fermor 2014, chapter 
4).The cap concerned was a General 
officers' tropical peaked cap. The 
implication is that these remained 
precious, and once lost, hard or 
expensive to replace. Photos of 
several Afrikakorps Generals show 
the use by these of both ORs' and 
silver-piped officers' caps. Cruwell, 
Alfred Gause (Figure A1.11, top) 
and Nehring, all of whom ware 
the General officers' tropical 
peaked cap in other photos, are 
also shown wearing unpiped ORs 
caps, Cruwell immediately after 
his capture. Wilhelm von Thoma 
and Theodor von Sponeck (Figure 
A1.11, upper middle) also wore 
caps without officers' piping. 
Georg von Bismarck (Kurtz 2004, 
115), Walter Neumann-Silkow 
and Gustav von Vaerst wore silver- 
piped officers' caps with soutaches 

Figure A1.11 

Alfred Gause (top) and Theodor von 
Sponeck (upper middle) wearing ORs 
caps and Walter Neumann-Silkow 
(lower middle & bottom) wearing 
a standard officers' cap. Note the 
different tones of the silver officers' 
piping and the coloured soutache on 
Neumann-Silkow's cap. Photos: the 
Private AFRIKAKORPS Photograph 
Collection of Ceneralleutant Fritz 
Bayerlein (Bay-282, 284 & 295), 
courtesy Fritz Dittmar-Bayerlein & P.A. 
Spayd; NARA 
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of standard width, of—in the Neumann-Silkow's case—a visibly darker tone 
than the cap's officers' piping (Figure A1.11, lower middle & bottom; cf. 
Figure A1.4, top). Unpiped tropical caps were also worn by F-W. Muller in 
Crete in mid-late 1942 (Figure A1.12) and Generals Erwin Jaenecke and Emil 
Vogel in the southern Soviet Union, where both commanded in 1 943. These 
were all perhaps ad hoc stand-ins or replacements for the harder to come by 
Generals' cap. 



Figure A! .12 

F-W. Muller with Rommel, passing through Crete in 1942. Muller wears an ORs 
tropical peaked cap. Photo: James Fairbairn 

Factory- or tailor-made 

It is the view of some students that all WW2 German army General officers' 
tropical peaked caps were tailor-made (e.g. D. Bunch pers. comm.). It was 
not unusual for officers of the Wehrmacht to wear tailor-made uniforms, 
and these could, and in Africa sometimes did sport issue insignia (Figure 
A.10; Peitz & Wilkins 2005, 85-6). It is also important to acknowledge the 
small amount—and sometimes poor resolution—of the photographic data 
upon which I have based my analysis, especially of the caps attributed to 
Kubach and Kern, but also of those attributed to Lubstein. Possibly therefore 
my inferences here are wrong. Nonetheless it is striking how different von 
Hulsen's and von Vaerst's tailor-made caps are from the other General 
officers' tropical peaked caps described and illustrated here, and how 
similar these latter are to the standard, silver-piped factory-made officers' 
tropical peaked cap, and I remain convinced that many of these were indeed 
factory-made and probably by Lubstein, Kubach and Bruno Kern.To be certain 
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of this, however, we will need to study many more, and clearer period photos 
of WW2 German Generals wearing the General officers' tropical peaked cap 
than were available to me during this study, or—better still—find a surviving 
factory-made example. 

Note: colour photos taken in Sicily show an unnamed General wearing 
what appears to be a modified, tan-coloured model 4_0 or 4_OR cap 
(Peitz & Wilkins 2005, 1 76-77). Modification as opposed to original factory 
production is suggested once again by the wiggly Generals' piping. 
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Appendix 2 

A Provisional Identification Chart for Caps Without 
Manufacturer Stamps 


Cap model 


Q1. What is the model of the cap? 

Answers: 

• 1_0. The cap is a LUBSTEIN . 

• 1_OR. The cap is a BERGMANN, a BERLAGO, a GREILING, possibly a KUBACH, a 
HALFAR, a LAGO BERLIN, a LUBSTEIN, a NAUBERT, a SCHEBELER, a SCHLESISCHE 
MUTZENFABRIK, a SPERB, a THOMAS, a VALET or a WEISSBACH. Go to Q2. 

• 2 0. The cap is a KUBACH . 

• 2 0R. The cap is an ALM, a BAYER MUTZENFABRIK, a GREILING, a KURTZE & 
STORCKMANN, a LAGO MITTELDEUTSCHLAND, a MUTZENFABRIK DRESSEN ora 
RESOLUT. Goto Q18. 

• 3_OR. The cap is a HALFAR or a VALET Go to Q20. 

• 4_0. The cap is a BRUNO KERN or a KUBACH. Go to Q21. 

• 4_OR. The cap is a BAYER MUTZENFABRIK, GREILING, a GROTE,* * a BRUNO KERN, a 
KUBACH, a HALFAR, a HAUSSLER, a HUBER, a MAYSER, a MUTZENFABRIK DRESSEN, a 
REICH, an OBENHACK, a RESOLUT, a SCHELLENBERG, a SPRENGPFEIL, a STRAUBE, a 
VALET, a VORWERK, a WOLBER & PLAFF or a numbered cap. Go to Q22. 

• 5 0R. The cap is an ERNST KERN . 

Owing to the inadequacy of the extant record caps by Grote and 0-0520-0017, both of which are 
represented in the Database, are excluded from this chart. 


1_OR caps 


Q2. How are or were the ends of the soutache finished? 

Answers: 

• Cut into the brow of the cap. The cap is a BERLAGO, a HALFAR, a LAGO BERLIN (dated 1940), 
a SCHEBELER, a SCHLESISCHE MUTZENFABRIK or a SPERB. Go to Q3. 

• Folded between the brow of the cap and the peak. The cap is a BERGMANN, a BERLAGO, a 
GREILING, possibly a KUBACH, a LAGO BERLIN, a LUBSTEIN, a NAUBERT, a THOMAS, a 
VALET or a WEISSBACH. Go to Q10. 

Q3. How are the eagle and cockade applied? 

Answers: 

• The eagle is hand-sewn and the cockade machine-sewn using straight-lock stitch [HS/SL]. The 
cap is a LAGO BERLIN . 

• The eagle is machine-sewn using straight-lock stitch, flipped, and hand-sewn and the cockade 
machine-sewn using straight-lock stitch [SL-F-HS/SL]. The cap is a LAGO BERLIN ora SPERB. 
Go to Q4 or Q5. 

• Using machine zigzag-lock stitch. The cap is a BERLAGO or a HALFAR. Go to Q6. 

• By hand [HS/HS], The cap is a SCHEBELER or a SCHLESISCHE MUTZENFABRIK. Go to Q7 or 

Q8. 

Q4. What fabric was used for the cap’s exterior? 

Answers: 

• Cotton Gabardine [G.1]. The cap is a LAGO BERLIN . 

• Coarse ribbed twill [RT.1]. The cap is a SPERB . 

or 

Q5. How many lines of stitching are there on the underside of the peak? 

Answers: 

• One Mel. The cap is a SPERB . 

• Two [2b, 2Nb-c], The cap is a LAGO BERLIN . 

In addition on Lagos the eagle is lower on Lagos, and eyelets further forward. It should be noted, 
however, that there is currently only one known Sperb for comparison. 
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Q6. Is the machine zigzag-lock stitch used to apply the eagle and cockade narrow (NZL) or wide (ZL)? 

Answers: 

• Narrow (NZL). The cap is a BERLAGO . 

• Wide (ZL). The cap is a HALFAR . 

Q7. How are the eyelets riveted? Are they folded over the interior washers or folded into the interior 

washers? 

Answers: 

• Folded over them. The cap is a SCHLESISCHE MOTZENFABRIK . 

• Folded into them. The cap an EMIL SCHEBELER . 

or 

Q8. From what fabric is the cap’s exterior fashioned? 

Answers: 

• Coarse ribbed twill [RT.1], The cap is a SCHLESISCHE MUTZENFABRIK . 

• Intermediate twill [IT], The cap is a SCHLESISCHE MOTZENFABRIK 

• Cotton Gabardine [G.1], The cap is an EMIL SCHEBELER or a SCHLESISCHE 
MUTZENFABRIK. Go to Q9 

Q9. Where on the side of the cap are the eyelets located? 

Answers: 

• At or in front of the angle of the false turn-up. The cap is a SCHLESISCHE MOTZENFABRIK . 

• Behind the angle of the false turn-up. The cap is an EMIL SCHEBELER . 

Q10. How are the eagle and cockade applied? 

Answers: 

• Using narrow machine zigzag-lock stitch. The cap is a BERLAGO . 

• The eagle is machine-sewn using straight-lock stitch, flipped, and finished using machine straight- 
lock stitch; the cockade is machine-sewn using straight-lock stitch [SL-F_SL/SL]. The cap is a 
GREILING . 

• The eagle is machine-sewn using straight-lock stitch, flipped and hand-sewn and the cockade is 
hand-sewn [SL-F-HS/HS], The cap is a NAUBERT . 

• Using (often acutely angled) machine zigzag-lock stitch and straight-lock stitch [ZL/SL or AZL/SL1. 
The cap is a WEISSBACH . 

• The eagle and cockade are hand-sewn [HS/HS]. The cap is a LAGO BERLIN (dated 1941), a 
very early LUBSTEIN or possibly a Kubach. Go to Q11 or Q12. 

• The eagle is hand-sewn and the cockade machine-sewn using straight-lock stitch [HS/SL]. The 
cap is a LAGO BERLIN (dated 1941) ora VALET. Go to Q14 orQ15. 

• The eagle is machine-sewn using straight-lock stitch, flipped and hand-sewn and the cockade 
machine-sewn using straight-lock stitch [SL-F_HS/SL]. The cap is a BERGMANN, a LAGO 
BERLIN (dated 1941), a later 1940 or 1941 LUBSTEIN ora THOMAS. Go to Q16. 

The single Naubert in the Database is additionally characterized by its stripy, probably late fabric [?RT.3]. 

Q11. How many lines of stitching are there on the underside of the peak and how are they configured? 

Answers: 

• One [1 b]. The cap is a very early LUBSTEIN . 

• Two narrow-widely spaced never located very far from the edge of the peak [2Na, 2b, 2Wb etc.]. 
The cap is a LAGO BERLIN (dated 1941). 

• Two intermediately-spaced located far from the edge of the peak [2d]. The cap might be a 
KUBACH. 


or 


Q12. What pattern cockade has the cap? 

Answers: 

• Type CA. The cap is a probably a very early LUBSTEIN . 

• Type CB.1 The cap is a LAGO BERLIN (dated 1941) or possibly a KUBACH. Go to Q13. 

Q13. From what fabric is the cap’s exterior fashioned? 

Answers: 

• Cotton Gabardine [G.1]. The cap is an LAGO BERLIN (dated 1941). 

• Early ribbed twill [RT.1]. The cap might be a KUBACH. 

The possible 1_OR Kubach can also be distinguished from caps by Lago Berlin and Lubstein by the 























THE AFRIKAMUTZE DATABASE 203 


riveting of its eyelets, which folds over its interior washers rather than into or into and over them. Two 
Lubsteins in the Database with wholly hand-sewn eagles and cockade are fashioned from fabric G.1, 
further distinguishing them from the Kubach, whereas early Lubsteins with machine and hand-sewn 
eagles and machine-sewn cockades are, like the Kubach, fashioned from RT.1. 

Q14. From what fabric is the cap’s exterior fashioned? 

Answers: 

• Cotton Gabardine [G]. The cap is an LAGO BERLIN (dated 1941). 

• Later ribbed twill [RT.2 or—less often—RT.3]. The cap is a VALET . 

or 


Q15. How is the front of the cap configured? 

Answers: 

• The front of the cap is relatively high, with the eagle attached closer to the false turn-up than to 
the top of the cap. The cap is an LAGO BERLIN (dated 1941). 

• The front of the cap is relatively low, and the eagle is attached midway between the false turn-up 
and the top of the cap (or higher). The cap is a VALET . 

Valets also tend to have very narrowly spaced lines of stitching on the underside of the peak set well 

back from the edge [2Nd], a feature occasionally present but largely uncharacteristic of Lagos. 

Q16. How many lines of stitching are there on the underside of the peak and how are they configured? 

Answers: 

• One [lb]. The cap is a later 1940 or 1941 LUBSTEIN . 

• Two very widely-spaced lines [2Wa]. The cap is a THOMAS . 

• Two intermediately-spaced lines [2b-2Wb], The cap is a BERGMANN or a LAGO BERLIN (dated 
1941). Goto Q17. 

In addition caps by Thomas and Bergmann tend to have higher sides and to have more space around 

the cockade than those by Lago Berlin and Lubstein. 

Q17. How is the front of the cap configured? 

Answers: 

• The height of the cap above the scalloped front of the false turn-up is significantly higher than 
the scalloped front itself with the eagle positioned more than half way down. The cap is LAGO 
BERLIN (dated 1941). 

• The height of the cap above the scalloped front of the false turn-up is only slightly higher than the 
scalloped front itself with the eagle positioned about halfway down. The cap is BERGMANN . 


2_OR caps 


Q18: How are the eagle and cockade applied? 

Answers: 

• The eagle is hand-sewn and the cockade machine-sewn using narrow zigzag-lock stitch [HS/ 
NZL]. Or the eagle is machine-sewn using narrow zigzag-lock stitch and the cockade machine- 
sewn using straight-lock stitch [NZL/SL]. The cap is an ALM . 

• The eagle is machine-sewn using straight-lock stitch, flipped, and finished using machine straight- 
lock stitch; and the cockade machine-sewn using straight-lock stitch [SL-F-SL/SL]. The cap is a 
GREILING . 

• The eagle is machine-sewn using straight-lock stitch, flipped and hand-sewn; the cockade is 
machine-sewn using straight-lock stitch. The cap is a KUBACH . 

• The eagle is (?)machine-sewn using straight-lock stitch, flipped, and hand-sewn, and the cockade 
is hand-sewn over the structural stitching of the cap [SL(?)-F-HS/HS]. The cap is a KURTZE & 
STORCKMANN . 

• Using wholly machine zigzag-lock stitch [ZL/ZL]. The cap is a MOTZENFABRIK DRETZEN . 

• The eagle is machine-sewn using (?)straight-lock stitch, flipped and hand-sewn and the cockade 
machine-sewn using narrow zigzag-lock stitch [SL(?)-F-HS/NZL]. The cap is a RESOLUT . 

• Wholly by hand [HS/HS], The cap is a BAYER MUTZENFABRIK or a LAGO 
MITTELDEUTSCHLAND. Go to Q19. 

Q19. From what fabrics is the sweatband fashioned? 

Answers: 

• Buff leatherette and buff cotton plain weave. The cap is a BAYER MUTZENFABRIK . 

• Buff leatherette and green cotton plain weave. The cap is a LAGO MITTELDEUTSCHLAND . 
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3_OR caps 


Q20. How are the eagle and cockade applied? 

Answers: 

• Using machine zigzag-lock stitch [ZL/ZL]. The cap is a HALFAR . 

• The eagle is hand-sewn and the cockade machine-sewn using straight-lock stitch [HS/SL]. The 
cap is a VALET . 


4_0 caps 


Q21. How are the eagle and cockade applied? 

Answers: 

• By hand [HS/HS], The cap is a BRUNO KERN . 

• The eagle is machine-sewn using straight-lock stitch, flipped and hand-sewn, and the cockade 
machine-sewn using straight-lock stitch [SL-F-HS/SL]. The cap is a KUBACH . 

4_Os by Bruno Kern and Kubach also have different insignia, are stitched differently, are made from 
different fabrics, and use a different technique to rivet the eyelets etc. 


4_OR caps 


Q22. How are the eagle and cockade applied? 

Answers: 

• The eagle is machine-sewn using straight-lock stitch, flipped, and finished using machine straight- 
lock stitch; and the cockade machine-sewn using straight-lock stitch [SL-F-SL/SL]. The cap is a 
GREILING . 

• The eagle is hand-sewn or machine-sewn using straight-lock stitch, flipped and hand-sewn, and 
the cockade machine-sewn using zigzag-lock stitch [SL-F-HS/NZL]. The cap is a RESOLUT . 

• The eagle is machine-sewn using straight-lock stitch, flipped and hand-sewn, and the cockade 
is hand-sewn [SL-F-HS/HS], The cap is a WOLBER & PLAFF or a 0-0735-0022 (very likely the 
same manufacturer). 

• The eagle is machine-sewn using zigzag-lock stitch and the cockade machine-sewn using 
straight-lock stitch [NZL7SL]. The cap is a 0-0678-5015 . 

• Using machine zigzag-lock stitch. The cap is a HALFAR (0-0250-0906), a MUTZENFABRIK 
DRESSEN ora 0-0678-5015. Go to Q23-Q25. 

• The eagle and cockade are hand-sewn [HS/HS]. The cap is a BAYER MUTZENFABRIK (0-0850- 
0387), a BRUNO KERN, an OBENHACK (0/0721/0074), a REICH, a VORWERK, a 0-0384-0066 
ora 0-0843-0008. Go to Q26. 

• The eagle is hand-sewn and the cockade machine-sewn using straight-lock stitch [HS/SL]. The 
cap is a HUBER, a VALET, a STRAUBE, a 0-0496-0340, or a 0-1156-0018. Go to Q31. 

• The eagle is machine-sewn using straight-lock stitch, flipped and hand-sewn, and the cockade 
machine-sewn using straight-lock stitch [SL-F-HS/SL]. The cap is a KUBACH, a HAUSSLER, a 
MAYSER (0/0843/0012), a SCHELLENBERG, possibly a SPRENGPFEIL or a 0-0669-0036. Go 
to Q35 & 36. 

Q23. From what fabrics is the sweatband fashioned? 

Answers: 

• Buff leatherette and green cotton plain weave. The cap is a FIALFAR . 

• Buff leatherette and buff cotton plain weave. The cap is a MUTZENFABRIK DRESSEN . 

• Buff leatherette and green cotton twill (usually ribbed but occasionally gabardine). The cap is 
probably a 0-0678-5015 . 


or 


Q25. What type of zigzag-lock stitch is used? 

Answers: 

• Narrow [NZL/NZL], The cap is a 0-0678-5015 . 

• Wide [ZL/ZL], The cap is a HALFAR or a MUTZENFABRIK DRESSEN. 

and 

Q24. How many lines of stitching are there on the underside of the peak and how are they configured? 
Answers: 

• One. The cap is a 0-0678-5015 . 

• Two intermediately-spaced. The cap is probably a HALFAR . 

• Two intermediately-widely spaced, located well back from the rim (2Wb). The cap is probably a 
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MUTZENFABRIK DRESSEN . 

• Two very widely spaced (2Wc). The cap is a 0-0678-5015 . 

Halfars and Miitzenfabrik Drefiens have two widely spaced lines of stitching above the peak. In addition, 
the stitching above the peak on 0-0678-5015s differs from that on caps by Halfarand Mutzenfabrik 
Drefien, those with a single line of stitching on the underside of the peak having a single over-sewn line 
above it, and those with two lines, two narrowly spaced lines above it. 

Q26. Of what metal are the eyelets and how are they riveted? 

Answers: 

• Steel riveted into an interior washer of zinc. The cap is a BAYER MUTZENFABRIK . 

• Steel riveted over an interior washer of steel. The cap is an OTTMAR REICH . 

• Zinc riveted over an interior washer of zinc. The cap is a VORWERK or a 0-0384-0066. Go to Q27. 

• Zinc riveted into an interior washer of zinc. The cap is a BAYER MUTZENFABRIK, a BRUNO 
KERN, an OBENHACK (0/0721/0074) or a 0-0843-0008. Go to Q28. 

Q27. Of what materials is the sweatband fashioned? 

Answers: 

• Buff leatherette and green twill. The cap is a VORWERK . 

• Buff leatherette and buff cotton plain weave. The cap is a 0-0384-0066 . 

Q28. What colour is the leatherette in the sweatband? 

Answers: 

• Black or dark grey. The cap is a BRUNO KERN or a 0-0843-0008. Go to Q29. 

• Buff. The cap is a BAYER MUTZENFABRIK, an OBENHACK (0/0721/0074) or a 0-0843-0008. Go 
to Q30. 

Q29. How many lines of stitching does the cap have above the peak and how are they configured? 
Answers: 

• One over-sewn line [SO]. The cap is a 0-0843-0008 . 

• Two closely-spaced lines [2CS]. The cap is a BRUNO KERN . 

Bruno Kerns are also known for their anachronistic early pattern cockades [CA] and their eyelet washers, 
which were applied inside out. 

Q30. How many lines of stitching does the cap have above the peak and how are they configured? 
Answers: 

• One over-sewn line [SO]. The cap is a 0-0843-0008 . 

• Two closely-spaced lines [2CS]. The cap is a BAYER MUTZENFABRIK . 

• Two widely spaced lines [2WS]. The cap is an OBENFIACK (0-0721-0074) . 

Bayer Mutzen-Fabriks also usually (though not always) have buff sweatbands, whereas Obenhacks and 
0-0843-0008s usually have green sweatbands. 

Q31. From what fabrics is the sweatband fashioned? 

Answers: 

• Buff leatherette and green cotton plain weave. The cap is a 0-0496-0340 ora 0-1156-0018. Go to 
Q32 or Q33. 

• Buff leatherette and buff cotton plain weave. The cap is a HUBER, a STRAUBE or a VALET. Go 
to Q34. 

Q32. Of what metal are the eyelets? 

Answers: 

• Zinc. The cap is a 0-0496-0340 . 

• Steel. The cap is a 0-1156-0018 . 


or 

Q33. How many lines of stitching are there above the peak? 

Answers: 

• One over-sewn line. The cap is a 0-0496-0340 . 

• Two closely-spaced lines. The cap is a 0-1156-0018 . 

Q34. How many lines of stitching are there on the underside of the peak and how are they configured? 
Answers: 

• One located an intermediate distance from the edge [1b-c], The cap is a HUBER . 

• Two intermediately-spaced [2b-c]. The cap is a STRAUBE . 
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• Two close together [2Nd], The cap is a VALET . 

Valets are also known for their eyelet washers, which tended to be used inside out. 

Caps by Straube are further distinguishable by the stitching of their cockades, which in three caps in 
the Database are machine-sewn through the lining, and Valets by their interior washers, which are often 
inside out. Straubes and at least some Hubers have steel eyelets. 

Q35. How many lines of stitching are there on the underside of the peak and how are they configured? 
Answers: 

• One line located far from the edge [Id]. The cap is a KUBACH . 

• One line located close to the edge [la]. The cap is a MAYSER (0-0843-0012 ) . 

• One line located in an intermediate position [1b ore]. The cap is probably a SPRENGPFEIL (the 
single photo of the underside of a Sprengpfeil available to me is insufficiently clear to be sure how 
many lines of stitching there are. Probably, however, there is just one). 

• Two widely spaced lines located far from the edge [2Wb]. The cap is a 0-0669-0036 . 

• Two intermediately-spaced lines located in an intermediate position [2b]. The cap is a HAUSSLER 
ora SCHELLENBERG. 


and 

Q36. Of what metal are the eyelets and how are they riveted? 

Answers: 

• Steel or zinc riveted over the interior washer. The cap is a KUBACH . 

• Steel riveted into a steel or zinc interior washer or zinc riveted into a steel interior washer. The 
cap is a MAYSER (0-0843-0012) or possibly a 0-0669-0036. 

• Zinc folded into a zinc interior washer. The cap is a SCHELLENBERG . 

• Zinc folded into and over a zinc interior washer. The cap is a HAUSSLER . 
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Examples 


Figure A2.1 

Q1 . What is the model of the cap to the 
right? Answer: a 1_OR (because it has 
a soutache and no sweatband). Go to 

Q2. 

Q2. How are the ends of the soutache 
finished? Answer: folded between the 
brow of the cap and the peak. The 
cap is a BERGMANN, a GREILING, 
possibly a KUBACH, a LAGO BERLIN, a 
LUBSTEIN, a NAUBERT, a THOMAS, a 
VALET or a WEISSBACH. Goto Q10. 
Q10. How are the eagle and cockade 
applied? Answer: The eagle is machine- 
sewn using straight-lock stitch, flipped 
and hand-sewn and the cockade 
machine-sewn using straight-lock stitch 
[SL-F_HS/SL]. The cap is a 
BERGMANN, a LAGO BERLIN, 
a LUBSTEIN or a THOMAS. 


Go to Q16. 

Q16. How many lines of stitching are 
there on the underside of the peak and 
how are they configured? Answer: Two 
very widely spaced lines [2Wa]. The cap 
is a THOMAS . 

The period photo is a harder nut 
to crack because the underside of the 
cap is not visible but even so, there are 
clues. 

The sides of the false turn-up are 
relatively high up the side of the cap, 
while the height of the cap above the 
scalloped front of the false turn-up is 
only slightly greater than the scalloped 
front itself, features characteristic 
of caps by Bergmann and Thomas, 
but not usually Lubsteins; and it is 
fashioned from fabric RT. 1, a fabric 
frequently associated with caps by 
Thomas, but only occasionally caps by 
Bergmann. Most likely therefore it too 
is a THOMAS . Analogous unnamed or 
unidentified caps by Thomas can be seen 
in Borg & Twiname 2010, 27, 30; Fisher 
2011, 1 7; and McGuirk 1987, pis 30, 33 
& 52. Photos: Auckland War Memorial; 
author's coll. 
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Figure A2.2 

Q1 . What is the model of this cap? Answer: a 4_OR. Go to Q22. 

Q22. How are the eagle and cockade applied? 

Answer: the eagle is machine-sewn using straight-lock stitch, flipped and hand-sewn, 
and the cockade machine-sewn using straight-lock stitch [SL-F-HS/SL]. The cap is a 
KUBACH, a HAUSSLER, a MAYSER (0/0843/0012), a SCHELLENBERG, possibly a 
SPRENGPFEIL or a 0-0669-0036. Go to Q35 & Q36. 

Q35. How many lines of stitching are there on the underside of the peak and how are 
they configured? Answer: Two intermediately-spaced lines located in an intermediate 
position [2b]. The cap is a HAUSSLER or a SCHELLENBERG. 

Q36. Of what metal are the eyelets and how are they riveted? Answer: Zinc folded 
into a zinc interior washer. The cap is a SCHELLENBERG . 

Further evidence that this cap is a Schellenberg is provided by the orange thread used 
in the construction of, and to attach the sweatband, which is paralleled in a named 
Schellenberg in the Database, but not in the Haussler. It should be acknowledged, 
however, that identifications, which like this one are based on just a few parallels or 
an incomplete record only need to be treated with caution. 

Photos: Chris Kihotis 



Figure A2.3 

Even a cut-off can be identifiable to its original manufacturer. 

Q1 : What is the model of this cap? Answer: a 1_OR (original soutaches on 2_ORs are 
never cut into the brow of the cap). Go to Q2. 

Q2. How are or were the ends of the soutache finished? Answers: Cut into the brow 
of the cap. The cap is a BERLAGO, a HALFAR, a LAGO BERLIN (dated 1940), a 
SCHEBELER, a SCHLESISCHE MUTZENFABRIK or a SPERB. Go to Q3. 

Q3. How are the eagle and cockade applied? Answers: The eagle is hand-sewn and 
the cockade machine-sewn using straight-lock stitch [HS/SL]. The cap is a LAGO 
BERLIN (dated 1940). Photos: unknown 









210 MIKE SEAGER THOMAS 


THE AFRIKAMUTZE DATABASE 211 


Appendix 3 

Caps of "Uncertain" Authenticity 

There are two reasons why a cap in the Database may be of uncertain 
authenticity—we don't have enough information to place it, because we 
cannot see all the necessary diagnostic features to place it or because it has 
been so modified it cannot be placed within any known authentic group, or 
because the combination of features which characterize it do not correspond 
to those of any known authentic group. My interest here is those caps that 
do not correspond to any known authentic group. Throughout this paper I 
have asserted that the majority of tropical peaked caps can be assigned to 
particular manufacturers or groups. This is certainly true. But there are small 
numbers of caps, some stamped with the names of known manufacturers 
and some with the names of manufacturers nobody has ever heard of, or at 
least that nobody has ever heard of in relation to the army tropical peaked 
cap, which are both non-standard and authentic-looking. No doubt some of 
these are in fact authentic. Very possibly others are not. How are we to tell 
the difference? 

To be deemed authentic with confidence a cap must conform to a range 
of necessary authenticating criteria. Firstly, we must be able to accommodate 
its traits of manufacture—its fabrics, its eyelets, its insignia—within the known 
range of authentic material available to the Wehrmacht, before or at the time 
of its purported manufacture; secondly, the ways in which it diverges from the 
established record must make sense (albeit in the context of the exigencies of 
a wartime economy); and thirdly, it needs to have a convincing 75-year old 
patina. Conversely, to be deemed a fake, a cap must conform to a range of 
discrediting criteria (see Part 2). Just because you can't prove it is authentic, 
it doesn't automatically follow that it is a fake; and just because you can't 
prove it is a fake, it doesn't automatically follow that it is authentic. However, 
if you can't prove that it is authentic it will be of little use interpretatively 
and—in most cases—worth a lot less money than a cap that you can prove is 
authentic. It is important therefore to get these things right. 

During the period during I was compiling the Database perhaps 40 caps 
went through my "uncertain" folder. 

Of these eight remain. Two—a model 1_OR and what looks like a model 
3_OR, both dated 1942—found their way in because they were stamped with 
the name Franz Rich [ter] & Sohne, Dresden Al, a name which appeared on 
no pre-existing list of tropical cap manufacturers (Figure A3. 1). The materials 
from which these are fashioned—not least their eyelets —look correct for the 
period, and though of different models, they share a common set of traits of 
manufacture, possibly indicative of an authentic, albeit previously unidentified 
manufacturer of the tropical peaked cap. Why Richter had not surfaced 
before as a manufacturer of tropical peaked caps is uncertain but there was 
nothing about either cap that ruled-out the usual explanations for this—the 


212 MIKE SEAGER THOMAS 



likely unrepresentativeness of the 
surviving record and the possibility 
that caps by it were issued to troops 
who did not face the Western 
Allies and therefore did not enter 
the Western collections from 
which the bulk of the Database 
is drawn. Probably, therefore, 
they are authentic. They remain 
in my "uncertain" folder, not 
because they do not conform to 
the range of authenticating criteria 
outlined above, but because the 
photos I have of them are unclear. 

Another "uncertain" is a 
model 1_OR stamped Clemens 
Wagner (Figure A3.2), a known 
maker of tropical sidecaps but not 
of the tropical peaked cap. This 
cap certainly has a lot going for it. 
The materials from which it was 
fashioned, the way its insignia are 
attached and its stamp are correct 
for the manufacturer. The trouble 
with it is that it has non-standard 
grey (?painted) steel eyelets with 
brassy-coloured rivets.These eyelets 
have approximate parallels on two 
tropical sidecaps, also possibly by 
Wagner, which are said to have a 
good "feel" (WAF 2019b), and on 
some early continental sidecaps 
(Figure 1.38, middle left). But the 
fact remains that these parallels are 
approximate only (the exteriors of 

Figure A3.1 

Two caps by a previously unidentified 
manufacturer of the army tropical 
peaked cap: Franz Richter & Sohne. 

As as far as it is possible to tell from 
the poor photos available, they fulfil 
the necessary criteria to be deemed 
authentic. Photos: AKF; Helmut Weitze 
Militarische Antiquitaten 
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those on the tropical sidecaps are painted buff and of a different shape and 
the exteriors of those on continental sidecaps are enamelled), and thus it fails 
to conform to one of my necessary authenticating criteria. It also troubles me 
that so few of the very many known Clemens Wagner caps have them. The 
cap therefore will remain—at least for the time being—in my uncertain folder. 



Figure A3.2 

Tropical peaked cap of "uncertain" authenticity attributed to Clemens Wagner. 

Photos: Ralph Heinz 

The remainder include three model 1_ORs, an Aim, with three 
standard and one aberrant eyelet (Figure A3.3, top), a Bergmann without 
eyelets (believed by many to be authentic) (Figure A3.3, upper middle), 
and an otherwise normal late Schlesische Miitzenfabrik with—for the 
manufacturer—abnormally riveted eyelets (Figure A3.4); a model 4_OR 
numbered 0/0678/5015 with, for its purported date, atypical, six-petalled 
steel eyelets (Figure A3.3, lower middle); and a model 6_OR, purportedly by 
Mayser-Milz (Figure A3.3, bottom). 

The way in which two of these diverge from the norm makes no sense. 
Why would one out of 43 Schlesisches have differently riveted eyelets; and 
why would a manufacturer of standard army tropical caps, which did not 
make Kriegsmarine caps, make an army cap in the style of a Kriegsmarine cap? 
These questions can be answered—but not with certainty—by an appeal to 
the likely unrepresentativeness of the surviving record. The other caps fail in 
other ways.The Aim—a rare manufacturer—has the usual, relatively soft lining 
fabric, insignia and insignia application for the manufacturer. But it also has 
an additional, odd stamp, and its under-peak stitching differs from that of the 
other Alms in the Database. The Bergmann is the right shape, its under-peak 
stitching is correct and its lack of eyelets could reasonably be attributed to 
poor quality control. But the fabric differs from that used for other Bergmanns 
in the Database and the stamp (Figure A3.3, upper middle) appears to be 
slightly different. The lack of eyelets moreover removes one of our main 











214 MIKE SEAGER THOMAS 



Figure A3.3 

Other caps of "uncertain" authenticity. 
Top: model 1_OR cap stamped 
Gebruder Aim with a non-standard 
eyelet. Upper middle: Erich Bergmann 
stamp in a cap without eyelets. Lower 
middle: six-petalled steel eyelets in a 
0/0678/5015-stamped cap (cf. Figure 
1.36, bottom). Bottom: false turn-up 
on a model 6_OR cap attributed to 
Mayser. Photos: Ben Van Koningsveld; 
Militaria Plaza 

ways of assessing whether a cap is 
real or fake. Two related variants of 
the 0/0678/5015-numbered cap are 
currently known, which means we 
cannot rule this one out on the basis 
of its deviation from a recurrent 
norm, but the combination of 
traits of manufacture it displays 
corresponds with none, and cannot 
be related to either known variant. 

None of these caps are 
certainly authentic. Some probably 
are (the Richters, the Aim, less its 
aberrant eyelet, one or other of 
the 1/0250/2487-numbered caps); 
some we may never be completely 
sure about (the Wagner, the model 
6_OR cap); others most likely 
are not (the 0/0678/5015 etc.). 5 
But because of the doubt that 
continues to surround them, none 
can be incorporated in our analysis 
safely, and this will very likely have 
implications in terms of the latter's 
completeness. 


5 An near identical cap numbered 
0-0843-0008, which came to light after 
the completion of this paper, has now 
revealed this example for the fake that it 
is, revealing in addition the existence of 
a previously unsuspected group of fake 
numbered caps. 
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Figure A3.4 

Aberrant eyelets in an otherwise apparently authentic 1942-dated cap by Schlesische 

Mutzenfabrik 
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Appendix 4 

The Tropical Sidecap or Schiffchen 

The tropical sidecap or Schiffchen (Figures A4.1, A4.2 & A4.5) served a very 
different purpose to the tropical peaked cap, but I ike it, was designed for service 
in the desert and shares with it a number of traits, including the fabrics used 
for the construction of its shell and lining, its green or tan enamelled eyelets, 
and—for the most part—the insignia applied to it. In the Soldbuch, the sidecap 
was called the Panzermutze or Mutze fur Pz. Schtz and almost all 1940-41 



Figure A4.1 

Mint, 1941-dated tropical sidecap by Carl Halfar, one of several believed to have 
been acquired from a quartermaster's store by US troops in Tunisia (D. McGuirk 
pers. comm.). The insignia application, the insignia, the fabrics, the green enamelled 
eyelets and the stamp are all paralleled in 1941-dated tropical peaked caps by this 
manufacturer. The unsplit rivet is unusual but also not without parallel amongst early 
tropical peaked caps by this manufacturer. Note the pink soutache. Photos: author 

dated examples have or had pink, Panzer soutaches (Figures A4.1 & A4.5; 
Table A2). 1 942 caps sport soutaches of a greater variety of colours, some of 
which are factory applied, though many appear to have acquired these post¬ 
war. Owing to their discontinuation in July 1942, later 1942 and 1 943-dated 
caps should not of course have soutaches at all (e.g. Hans Brandt caps stamped 
842 or 1142, Clemens Wagner caps stamped DEZ42 and all numbered caps). 
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Manufacturer 

Date 

Total 

nos 

Soutache 

colour 

Insignia 

application 

Fabric 

Eagle 

Cockade 

Aim 

1941 

i 

green (1) 

HS/NZL 

RT.3 

EB.1 

CC 

Bayer 

Mutzenfabrik 

1942 

i 

pink (1) 

HS/HS 

RT.3 

EB.1 

CD.2 

Brandt 

1942 

9 

lime green* (1 )SL/SL (9) 
none (8) 
pink* (1) 
rust* (1) 

RT.3 (9) 

EA. 1 (5) 

EB. 1 (1) 
ED.3 (2) 
unkn. (1) 

CC (7) 

CD.2 (2) 

Halfar 

1940 

4 

black* (1) 
pink (3) 

ZL/ZL (4) 

G (4) 

EA.1 (4) 

CA (3) 

CB.1 (1) 


1941 

5 

removed (1) 
pink (4) 

ZL/ZL (4) 
unkn. (1) 

G (4) 
unkn. (1) 

EA.1 (4) 
unkn. (1) 

removed (1) 


unkn. 

1 

pink (1) 

ZL/ZL 

RT.3 

EC.4 

CC 

Kubach 

1942 

1 

pink (1) 

SL_F_HS/HS 

RT.2 

EB.1v 

CD.1 

Kurtze & 
Storckmann 

1941 

1 

lime green 

SL_F_HS/HS 

RT.2 

EA.1 

CC 

Lago Berlin 

1940 

c. 2 


no details available 




1941 

7 

removed (1) 
blue* (1) 
pink (5) 

SL F HS/SL 
(5) 

SL F SL/SL 
(1) 

unkn. (1) 

G (1) 

IT (5) 
unkn. (1) 

EA.1 (2) 
EC.2 (1) 
EC.4 (4) 
unkn. (2) 

CB.1 (1) 

CC (5) 
unkn. (1) 


unkn. 

1 

pink 1 

SL_F_HS/SL 

IT (1) 

unkn. (1) 

CC(1) 

LMD 

ND 

9 

green (3) 
none (1) 
removed (1) 
white (4) 

HS/HS (8) 
unkn. (1) 

RT.2 (4) 

RT.3 (2) 

unkn. (3) 

EA. 1 (1) 

EB. 1 (7) 
unkn. (1) 

CD.1 (8) 
unkn. (1) 

Lubstein 

ND 1940 

1 

pink (1) 

SL_F_HS/SL 

RT.1 

EA.1 

CB.1 


1941 

1 

pink (1) 

unkn. 

G 

unkn. 

unkn. 

Schebeler 

ND 

1940-41 

2 

pink (2) 

HS/HS (1) 
unkn. (1) 

G (2) 

removed (1) CA (1) 
unkn. (1) removed (1) 

Wagner 

1942 

12 

blue (1) 
green (2) 
lime green (3) 
none (2) 
pink (1) 
red (1) 
rust (2) 

HS/SL (8) 

SL F HS/SL 
(1) 

SL F SL/SL 
(2) 

unkn./SL 

(1) 

RT.3 (12) 

EA. 1 (1) 

EB. 1 (5) 
EB.2 (5) 
unkn. (1) 

CB.1 (1) 

CD.1 (10) 


1943 

1 

none 

HS/SL 

RT.3 

EA.1 

CD.2 


ND 

2 

lime green (2) HS/SL (2) 

RT.3 (2) 

EA.1 (2) 

CB.1 (2) 

Weissbach 

1941 

8 

black (1) 
green (1) 
pink (6) 

AZL/SL (3) 
ZL/SL (5) 

RT.3 (8) 

EA. 1 (5) 

EB. 2 (2) 
EB.3 (1) 

CB.1 (6) 

CD.2 (2) 


unkn. 

1 

pink 

ZL/SL 

RT.3 

EA.1 

CB.1 

BR-Nr 

0-0265-5044 

1943 

2 

black* (1) 
none (1) 

SL/SL (2) 

RT.3 (1) 
G&RT.3 (1) 

EB.1 (2) 

CD.2 (2) 


Figure A4 

Sample of c. 70 tropical sidecaps. Their traits of manufacture—insignia application, 
insignia, fabric etc. correspond closely to those of the tropical peaked cap (cf. Tables 
1.4-1.6). ND = not dated; * = replacement or added soutache 





THE AFRIKAMUTZE DATABASE 219 


Presumably because of their more limited role, there were fewer 
manufacturers of tropical sidecaps than there were of tropical peaked 
caps, and—in period photos—far fewer caps. These manufacturers 
included, firstly Carl Halfar, Lago Berlin, Robert Lubstein (I am only aware 
of silver-piped officers' caps by this manufacturer) and Emil Schebeler 
(1940-41), then Kurtze & Storckmann and F. Weissbach (1941), and lastly 
Lago Mitteldeutschland (undated), Gebruder Aim, Bayerische Mutzen-fabrik, 
Karl Kubach (1942) and two additional manufacturers, Hans Brandt, who did 
not make the tropical peaked cap and Clemens Wagner (1942-43), by whom 
a single possible tropical peaked cap is known (Appendix 3). The Brandt 
name was later superseded by RB-number 0/0265/5044 (1943). 


Figure A4.2 

1942-dated tropical sidecap by 
Clemens Wagner. Typically for 
the manufacturer (see Table A4), 
the eagle is hand-sewn and the 
cockade—type CD.1—sewn 
close to the edge using machine 
straight-lock stitch. Photo: the 
Saleroom 



Sidecaps by well-known manufacturers of the tropical peaked cap such 
as Schlesische Mutzenfabrik, Gustav Thomas and Alfred Valet are currently 
unknown, though peaked caps by Halfar (Figure A4.6), Schlesische and 
Thomas have had their peaks removed to turn them into sidecaps. Nor am I 
aware of a General officers' tropical sidecap. 

For our purposes, the importance of these caps lies in the close 
correspondences between them and tropical peaked caps by the same 
manufacturers, which strongly support the hypothesis that caps by particular 
manufacturers are recurrently associated with particular sets of traits of 
manufacture; a small number of differences between these, which parallel a 
similar trend in the tropical peaked cap, and provide us with additional clues 
regarding the order and organization of tropical cap manufacture; and the 
dissimilarities between those by Brandt and Wagner and the numerous fake 
tropical peaked caps stamped with the names of these two manufacturers, 
which help us to distinguish the latter. 

The first obvious correspondence is the way their insignia are applied. 
The insignia (eagle and cockade) on most tropical sidecaps are applied 
in the same way(s) as on tropical peaked caps by the same manufacturers 
(Figure A4.3; Table A4; cf. Digital Appendix 1). Additionally, there are close 
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correspondences between the manufacturer stamps applied to these, the 
different fabrics used in the construction of their shells and the insignia they 
carried over time (Figure A4.3). Where visible, the manufacturer stamps in the 



Figure A4.3 

1942-dated cap by Gebruder Aim, undated cap by Lago Mitteldeutschland, and 
1941-dated caps by Lago Berlin and F. Weissbach. Insignia application on sidecaps, 
and—up to a point—the insignia applied to them, closely parallels that of the tropical 
peaked cap (cf. Figures 1.46-1.47, 1.57-1.58 & 1.63). Two features of the Lago 
Berlin, however, stand out as different: the use of fabric IT and eagle type EC.4, which 
tend to be associated with later-dated tropical peaked caps. Photos: Italian War Front; 

Barry Searson; WAF 

Halfars, Lagos, Lubsteins, Schebelers, Weissbachs, Lago Mitteldeutschlands, 
Kubachs and the Gebruder Aim are identical to stamps applied to tropical 
peaked caps by these manufacturers. One of the Lubsteins and the two 
Schebelers also lack a date stamp (Figure A4.5). Early-dated sidecaps (1940- 
41) by most manufacturers are fashioned from fabrics G or RT.1, with Lubstein 
changing between 1940 and 1941 from RT.1 to G, like tropical peaked caps 
by this manufacturer; while later-dated caps (1942-43) caps are fashioned 
from RT.2 or RT3 (Figure 2.30, right) (cf. Table 1.6). The earliest manufacturer 
to use RT.3, Weissbach, was also the earliest to use it for tropical peaked 
caps. Sidecap insignia, though in terms of its proportions a little ahead of 
those on tropical peaked caps by the same manufacturers, also closely match 
them (Tables 1.4, 1.5 & A2). Finally, just as Carl Halfar was the principal 
manufacturer of the tropical peaked cap in 1940, it was also the principal 
manufacturer of the sidecap; while the overall contribution of Aim, Bayerische 
Mutzen-fabrik and Kurtze & Storckmann was—again—a minority one. 

But there are also dissimilarities. A single Lago Berlin has a straight- 
lock stitched, flipped then straight-lock stitched eagle (SL_F_SL), and several 
Lago Mitteldeutschlands, have hand-sewn eagles, the stitching of which 
goes through the lining, features I have not seen on peaked caps by these 
manufacturers, and which—in the latter case—usefully challenges a belief 
that all insignia were applied at an early stage in the construction of the 
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cap (Figure A.4.4; cf. Figure 1.29). A Kubach's eagle and cockade are 
hand-sewn, a feature also present on at least one tropical peaked cap (Digital 
Appendix 1), so this too may be a genuine variant. The manufacturer stamps 
applied to the Bayerische Mutzen-fabrik and the Kurtze & Storckmann 
are unambiguously different from those in tropical peaked caps by these 
manufacturers. The fabric used for several 1941 -dated Lago Berlins (fabric IT) 
(Figures A4.3, middle right & A4.4, left) and a rare eagle type (EC.4) (Figures 
A4.3, middle right & A4.4, left) were not used by Lago Berlin for its tropical 
peaked caps at all and are unusual in caps by other manufacturers till 1942 
(Tables 1.4 & 1.6). The absence of other ranks caps by Lubstein also appears 
to be real; and there are differences between the Wagners and the single 
possible Wagner tropical peaked cap (Appendix 3). Again, therefore, though 
there is a clear trend in the traits associated with particular manufacturers 
over time, there are significant exceptions. 

From these observations we can infer the following: firstly, the 
centralization of management, design, procurement and quality control; 
secondly, specialization on the shop floor (in this case separate production 
lines for tropical sidecaps and tropical peaked caps); thirdly, a degree of 
pragmatism in the operation of the foregoing; and lastly, the careful curation 
of materials, so that when a firm such as Lago Berlin ceased production of 
caps, these were passed to another firm—exactly what one would expect of 
an efficiently run business. 



Figure A4.4 

Eagle application on sidecaps by Lago Berlin (left) and Lago Mitteldeutschland (right). 
The former method occurs on tropical peaked caps by Greiling, sidecaps by Clemens 
Wagner and many fakes. This eagle must have been applied before the cap was fully 
assembled. The latter—like the insignia on some tropical peaked caps (e.g. by Kurtze 
& Storckmann)—was applied after the main body of the cap was finished. 
Photos: David Bunch; name withheld 

Finally of note are differences between the insignia application and 
the manufacturer stamps on authentic Hans Brandts and Clemens Wagner 
sidecaps and on fake tropical peaked caps attributed to these manufacturers, 
which, if we accept that there is consistency in the traits associated with 
different manufacturers over time, immediately give the fake caps away 
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(Figure 2.30). On authentic sidecaps by Brandt, the top and bottom edges 
of the eagle were sewn right-side out using machine straight-lock stitch, so 
that the stitching was visible all around it, whereas on caps belonging to 
the "Brandi" group of fakes, the eagle was applied using wholly machine 
straight-lock stitch in the manner of authentic caps by Greiling and the 



Figure A4.5 

A stripped, very rare, undated tropical 
sidecap by Emil Schebeler. Typically 
for an early sidecap it had a pink 
soutache. The fabric (G.I) and the 
manufacturer's stamp are identical to 
those used on topical peaked caps 
by this manufacturer. Photos: Dale 
Bedsole 


aberrant Lago described above, the top edge sewn with the eagle upside 
down and inside out, the eagle then flipped forward, hiding the upper line of 
stitching, and the bottom edges sewn (Figure 2.30). The fonts used for the size 
stamps in Brandt sidecaps and Brandi tropical peaked caps (most notably 
the figure "5", the capital "B" and the "a"s) also differ (Figure 2.3, top right). 
There is no single manufacturer of Clemens Wagner fakes but again, insignia 
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application (compare Figures A2.2 & 2.33) and stamps in fake tropical peaked 
caps frequently differ from those of authentic sidecaps (Figure 2.3, bottom 
right). 

For the student, the status of the tropical sidecap amongst collectors is 
a puzzle. Early examples are mostly associated with Panzer troops, whose 
material culture is much sought after, and less common than tropical peaked 
caps of the same date, and yet the prices they realize are a fraction of those 
realized by tropical peaked caps. Why? 

In part, this is because of the abundance of unissued sidecaps, huge 
numbers of which were present in the so-called beehive hoard, which came 
to light in the late 1970s. This yielded most—and perhaps all—of the known 
sidecaps by Brandt, Lago Mitteldeutschland, Clemens Wagner and Weissbach, 
and probably some other manufacturers as well; but not—apparently—caps 
by Halfar, Lago Berlin, Lubstein and Schebeler, and the later manufacturers 
Bayerische Mutzenfabrik and Kubach. Because they never reached Africa, 
these beehive hoard caps lack charisma, and are therefore less sought after by 
collectors (Seager Thomas 2018), but their overall abundance has suppressed 
the monetary value of sidecaps generally, so that even a "crusty" African 
veteran is now worth less than its more common, peaked equivalent. In part, 
it is because the sidecap seems less "stylish" than the tropical peaked cap; and 
in part, it is because of the much closer identification of the tropical peaked 
cap or Afrikamutze —irrespective of the branch to which the particular cap 
belonged—with Africa and the Afrikakorps (see Part 1, p. 12). These issues 
are discussed in more detail elsewhere (Seager Thomas 2018; Seager Thomas 
in prep.). 



Figure A4.6 

Modified tropical peaked cap by Carl Halfar (left) and modified sidecap by Lago Berlin 
(right), both dated 1941. Photos: David Bunch; Italian War Front 
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Author's Request 


The use of photographs from the many contributors to this essay has 
proved invaluable. But the never ending search for new material continues. 
Currently I am seeking photos taken by Wehrmacht and allied personnel 
showing the architecture and topography of Italian Libya and everyday life 
in the colony during WW2 for a future essay exploring the contibution of 
its wartime visitors to the preservation of this lost past. Needed are high 
resolution scans, or original photographs, which I would either purchase 
or scan myself. Full credit will be given for photos used in the essay. Many 
thanks for your help. 

Mike SeagerThomas (mseagerthomas@gmail.com) 






